
752

start suggested itself in the fact that while the University em-
bodied a vast variety of sentiments it was to be represented
by one member. Great as was the difficulty, however, it was
not so overwhelming now as it would have been formerly. Our
notions of what modern policy should aim at were improved.
Old ideas attached to government an authoritative, paternal,
disciplinal character. Hence arose party politics of the ut-
most fierceness, often carried on with the bitterest animosity.
Educated men, like the graduates of the University, well
understood the province of modern legislation. They were
able, therefore, in great measure to sink the sentimental politics
of a past age and to recognise the vast field of work open in such
subjects as the union of classes, the requirements of public
health, and the progress of social science. They no longer
believed that it was the part of government to interfere with
men’s consciences or fetter their religious convictions. It was
not so long since the University had been styled godless. They
were supposed to be enemies to religion. How far this was
from the truth might re well seen from a paragraph in the
very first charter granted to the University. Thus it ran :-

"Deeming it to be the duty of our Royal office, for the acl-
vancement of religion and morality and the promotion of useful
knowledge, to hold forth to all classes and denominations of
our faithful subjects, without any distinction whatever, an
encouragement for pursuing a regular and liberal course of

education, &c." Conscience had been set free from legislation,
not from any oversight of its obligations, but these had been
left to the individual. In considering what kind of represen-
tative they should do well to seek, he remarked that their
member could not be reactionary. They could not put into
the House of Commons anyone who was not thoroughly imbued
with the idea that conscience must be free. The member for
the Universitv had to promote education, science, religious
equality, and social progress. He could well remember the
time when a Conservative was one who thought it necessary
that the people should be kept in a state of ignorance. It was

thought absolutely dangerous that they should be taught. He
did not need to tell them how changed were modern views
from this. Referring to the terms "Liberal" and "Conser-
vative," he remarked that formerly, whilst it was one man’s
obiect to permit no  change. it was the aim of the other to root
up everything. They could no longer say that they would
retain everything, or, on the other hand, that they would
be antagonistic to all that was based upon time-honoured
usage. They were no more able to put back their thoughts
into such old notions as these than to put the full-grown
man into the habiliments of a child. What was needed
was organic liberalism with discriminating conservatism. He
would remind his hearers, so many of whom were medical

graduates, that they would not be doing their duty if they did
not consider, in their choice of a representative, that the Uni-
versity was made up of various faculties, whose interests and
requirements must always be borne in mind. The compara-
tive numbers of the graduates were as follows:-LL.D., 21;
M.D., 226; M.S., 7; D.Sc., 9; M.A., 160; LL.B., 124;
M.B., 240; B.S., 4; B.Sc.,60; B.A., 1040. Now it had
often been said, and it was very likely true, that the medical
graduates were amongst the most distinguished in the Univer-
sity. Their claim, therefore, to a powerful voice in the choice
of a member would be generally allowed. But they ought not
to forget-and he would especially note this-the relations to
the University of the medical as contrasted with the other
graduates. Medical men had come to the University of London
as a matter of convenience. They obtained in the institution
a degree which was of the greatest service to them. But to
the graduates in the other faculties the University might be
said to have been a necessitv. It was for such an institution
that men, in view of the disabilities which restricted the ope-
ration of the older universities, had laboured and fought. And
this not from any want of respect to the time-honoured insti-
tutions. The University of London was not antagonistic but
supplementary to these. The medical graduates therefore
would feel the honour of being associated with the large num-
ber of members of the other faculties, with whom their feelings
were in unison, and whose interest in the University might
perhaps be described as the strongest of all. He could not
doubt that when the objects of this combination were widely
known the number would be largely increased. Their member,
he thought, must be a man not only with moderate views in
politics but with extensive views, and imbued with the spirit
which animated the University at large. He must be liberal
in the sense that he must be free to assimilate the teachings of
experience. Belonging to the University of London, an insti-
tution born of modern progress, he must be a man to go with

the times. He should be a graduate, if possible, and a man
of science. It would be hardly for him (Dr. Gull) to say that
the representative should be a medical graduate. It was clear
that such a suggestion should come, if at all, from members
of the other faculties. He had said that the member should
be a graduate, if possible ; but no one, he thought, would feel
that he was thereby fettered to a choice amongst the members
of their own body. All would doubtless prefer such a solution
if it were practicable.
The following resolutions were then unanimously adopted:-
"That an executive sub-committee be formed, empowered

to carry out, as far as practicable, the views expressed in the
circular of May 9th, and to report to a future meeting."
"That the Right Honourable Lord Stanley, M.P., be

requested to act as honorary chairman to the committee."
"That all members of the Senate who are willing to accept

the office be invited to become honorary vice-chairmen."
"That it be left to the executive sub-committee to adopt an

appropriate name for the committee."
’’That the committee be composed of the following gentle-

men, with power to add to their number, and to invite the
co-operation of other graduates." [List read.]

GREAT INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION
OF PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Medical Display in the Second Gallery of the Ex7zihition..
TN the arrangements adopted for the classification of objects

in the Exhibition, the second gallery is designed to contain
the " materials and applications of the liberal arts." The
medical art, at least in certain of its departments, therefore
naturally came within this group ; a.nd as the visitor proceeds
along the second gallery, through the rich and varied collec-
tions belonging to painting, music, and the other liberal arts,
he from time to time comes across some more severe display
appertaining to medicine. Here then, in the llth and 12th
classes, we meet with the surgical instruments and apparatus,
the materials of the dental and veterinary arts, anatomical

preparations, and other models employed in the teaching of
medicine; the materials of medical gymnastics, medical baths,
&c.; apparatus for the various applications of chemistry and
natural philosophy to medicine, &c. Other objects in con-
nexion with medicine we shall seek for elsewhere.

It must be said that the portion of the medical display ex.
hibited in this gallery is not so brilliant as the ardent medical
mind would have desired. Many departments are imperfectly
represented; many countries, amongst which I shall name

England, have not a display in accordance with their high po-
sition. Thus, I was grieved to see that not one British instru-
ment maker has contributed to the Exhibition. With reference
to this same department (I mean that of surgical instruments)
I may mention that an eminent French surgeon, who has
had occasion to visit the three preceding exhibitions, re-

marked to me that the surgical display has been gradually
becoming less brilliant and extensive. Yet, notwithstanding
the defects to which I have just alluded, and which are

certainly much to be regretted, the innumerable objects in
connexion with medicine exhibited in this gallery form a most
varied and interesting collection, in which there is much to
strilae the eye and captivate the attention of the medical

inquirer.
As one proceeds along the gallery one cannot fail to appre-

ciate the admirable convenience resulting from the plan adopted
for the general arrangement of objects i;-. the Exhibition. The
medical visitor, for instance, has not to go about through end-
less passages and distant courts in order to meet with the

objects exhibited by the different countries and belonging to
the group which he is anxious to study. He has only to walk
along the gallery, on either side of which in the two classes
I have mentioned he will meet with the different articles con-
nected with medicine ; and, as the gallery is circular, he even-
j tually returns to his starting point, after having visited, with
no interruption whatever, the peculiar display of each country.
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But as some difficulty may be experienced in getting to the
gallery itself, particularly on an early visit, and by one un-
acquainted with the French language, I am tempted to give a
sort of itinerary which will easily bring one to the gallery, and
which may be greatly appreciated &agrave; l’occasion. I should there-
fore advise the visitor to enter the Champs de Mars by the
Porte Rapp, which opens on the Avenue de la Bourdonnay&eacute;.
He has then only to follow the short covered passage leading
to the edifice and penetrate into the palace itself by the large
entrance facing the extremity of this passage. Still walking
straight before him, he cuts across the sixth gallery, devoted to
the processes of the useful arts-the fifth, fourth, and third
galleries containing successively raw materials, clothing, and
furniture,-and as he attains the second gallery he finds himself
in the midst of the French display. In order to render these
indications more complete, and as practical as possible, I shall
adopt the same itinerary, and in the rapid description of this
gallery, which I now purpose to undertake, I shall commence
at the very point which I suppose the visitor to have attained.
Immediately on the left stand two courts facing each other ;

one of these courts is almost exclusively occupied by the dis-
play of surgical instruments. All the French makers, MM.
Robert and Colin, the successors of Charriere, Luer, Mathieu,
Galante, Vitry, Capron, Fabre, and others, have sent large and
interesting collections. Their cases are replete with the most
varied objects, among which I have noticed many novelties
and many recent modifications. The various collections of
these makers, with that French taste for organising things
which has become proverbial, are arranged on a uniform plan
and in so tasty a manner that they present a very striking
and agreeable appearance. The importance of this department
rendering a separate notice necessary, I shall abstain for the
present from any further details. The remainder of this court
is occupied by a very fair collection of surgical and orthopaedic
apparatus, different systems of artificial legs and arms, &c.,
exhibited by various makers, among whom I may name MM.
Le Belleguic, Richard Drapier, Leplanquais, &c. There is
also a large display of trusses, hypogastric belts, &c., by MM.
Wickham, Grandcollot, Rainal, Milliary, Chanson, and Fichot.
MM. Leperdriel, Flamet, and Ferte have a collection of elastic
tissues for varicose veins, certain diseases of females, and other
cases, where a gentle and constant compression is needed. M.
Galante, whose name I have already mentioned in connexion
with surgical instruments, and who has gained great reputation
in this country for his many ingenious applications of india-
rubber to surgical and medical purposes, has an extensive
collection of apparatus and appliances made of this material.
M. Lassere, M. Belin, and M. Berguerand have also exhibited
various surgical instruments and contrivances in gum and
caoutchoue.
The outward facing of this court is occupied in great part

by the display of the dental art. A great number of dentists
have sent collections of instruments, materials, various sorts
of artificial teeth, processes for repairing malformations, &c.
These collections can only, of course, be of partial interest.
But M. Pr&eacute;terre’s display presents a true scientific interest.
This well-known dentist, whose experiments on the protoxyde
of azote as an an&aelig;sthetic have lately been noticed at the two
Academies of this city, exhibits a considerable number of casts
showing the various processes in dental practice which he
has invented, or happily modified, for the reparation of mal-
formations of the mouth, either congenital, such as division of
the palate, &c., or resulting from gunshot wounds or from
surgical operations. Occupying the remainder of the exterior
facing of this court, M. Dejardins de M&eacute;rainville and M.
Boissonneau have beautiful specimens of artificial eyes, showing
the perfection which this peculiar branch of industry has
attained.

(To be continued.)

THE MALIGNANT FEVER IN IRELAND.

Ax epidemic disease of a novel character appeared in the
person of a healthy medical student, eighteen years of age, on
the 18th of March, 1866. The only notable features of the
case were, rapid prostration, and the appearance of purple or
almost black spots on and under the skin. Death resulted in
about twenty-six hours from the first symptom. He resided
in a most healthy situation in Dublin, and there was nothing
Whatever to account for the origin of the attack. Three cases

quite similar occurred in the following May; and during
August a fourth, in Cook-street, where the cholera committed
the greatest ravages, and while that epidemic was at its height.
Since January, however, fifty-seven fatal cases have occurred
in the city of Dublin; but, the patients surviving longer
than at the outset of the epidemic, there is time for the
development of the nervous symptoms, such as headache,
stiffness of the neck, and increased sensitiveness of the sur-
face, which indicate the identity of the malady with the
epidemic of cerebro-spinal arachnitis which prevailed in the
South Dublin and Bray Workhouses in 1846. The disease de-
scribed by American authorities, and that which Dr. Sanderson
investigated in West Prussia by order of the Privy Council in
1865, were similar to the former Irish outbreak; but the
malady now prevailing is more rapidly fatal, the destruction
of the blood, which is a result of nervous lesion, at once ex-
tinguishing life. One child succumbed in five hours, but the
average duration of fatal cases is twenty-four hours. Persons
under twenty years of age have been, with three or four
exceptions, the victims ; but those living under good sanitary
conditions do not seem to be exempt, for a young nobleman,
three students, and several children in respectable families,
have been attacked. That the disease is due to promoting
causes similar to those which induce cholera would appear
from the fact that while seven of the districts which suffered
from that pestilence last year have produced cases of this
black fever, it has appeared in no district which was exempt
from the cholera epidemic. Three persons from one house in
a characteristic cholera-haunt near Dublin have suffered; and
two cases of great virulence lately occurred, one after the other,.
in a cabin near Clondalkin, which could not be equalled for
unwholesomeness. Investigations into the circumstances of
the other cases have induced Dr. Mapother, the medical officer
of health for Dublin, to regard the disease as non-communi-
cable-a point which was determined for the Prussian outbreak
by our Government commissioner.

Correspondence.

NAVAL MEDICAL OFFICERS.

" Audi alteram partem."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;It may savour of a truism, but one often to be re-
peated, that it is only in their early stage that some diseases
are remediable; and it is not to renew controversy that I ask
your indulgence, but from a desire to check a deviation which,
if allowed to go on, will counteract much of the good expected
from the improvements lately guaranteed to naval medical
officers.
The Warrant of 1859 gave satisfaction, but it was no sooner

in operation than the process of undermining its provisions
commenced, and many officers in command who saw the drift
of the authorities, feeling assured of being countenauced, lent
each his small aid to create so much disgust amongst medical
officers serving under them, that they ventilated their griev-

ances, until young men would not enter the service, and the
Government was compelled to listen to the voice of the profes-
sion, and take it into consultation on the best means of restoring
confidence.

Although it would be wise to profit by the lessons of history,
yet scarcely is the Warrant of 1866 out of its cradle than
officious fingers are at work obliterating those more prominent
features in which the paternity of the medical element of the
committee of 1865 is traceable.

I propose now to show that the regulations concerning
quarters, servants, and allowances are not worked in accord-
ance with the promises of the new Warrant. The committee
recommended "improved accommodation for medical officers,"
and H. 11.’s Warrant of 1866 ordered the same to be given,
"according to their relative rank," which was bon&acirc; fide that

contemplated by the committee. It was at first arranged so,
but at once reduced by a counter order applying to non-medical
civilian officers, who obtained equal relative rank, and, with
it, the choice of cabins, on easier terms of service than surgeons
; enjoyed by their Warrant. In illustration of this we may take


